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Things to do at Old First Church: 
 

• Help take down the Christmas Trees after worship 
on Sunday, January 8.  It’s ok to “dress down” for 
worship that day because working with pine 
needles that can be messy!   

 

• Help take down the wreaths after worship on 
Sunday, January 29.  Again, it is ok to “dress 
down” for worship that day! 

 

• If you are a chair/advocate on council, write a 2010 
year-end report and get it to the church office by 
January 16.  The Annual Meeting is scheduled for 
February 5. 

 

• Please call the church office (during office hours) if 
you are aware of someone who would appreciate 
using the ramp to attend service.    

 

• Attend worship every Sunday morning at 11:00 
a.m. and bring along a friend! 

 

 

From the Minister 
 

 
   The new year:  that time of looking 
forward and cast ing one last glance behind.  
Fresh at this writ ing and full of the wonder 
of the days just past; so much to 
acknowledge in the work of music, 
decorat ing, giving, jo ining, working.  Many 
to thank who made this Christmas season as 
it  was; I don’t think I was alone in thinking 
this year was except ional.  Equipoise is not 
a word we see every day and one which 
came to mind in trying to start these few 
words of a new year.  It  means an equal 
balance of things:  past and future, I 
suppose, which is how I intended to use the 
word.  There are other, better, uses of the 
word.  The Christmas Eve service reminded 
us that such balance is real for the church, 
filled just right with people, voices and 
music, truly seemed to be in this place of 
oneness.  Not a balance of past and future, 
but a balance that reveals the depth of the 
present t ime.  It  is this balance,  I think,  all 
religious act ivity seeks.  A wise balance of 
life and spirit  g iving full depth to the 
present hour.  Did some taste it  Christmas 
eve?  Will it  come for you in the days 
ahead?  Our only real work together, in our 
many different ways, is to see that this is 
so.  I am confident that in our church, that 
chance can flourish.  To a good year, and 
God’s blessing.  
 
 

                          The Rev. Ken Clarke 
 
 

 

 

WARNING… 
 
 

   Old First Church Annual Meeting 
 

The Church Council has called the Annual 
Meeting for February 5, to be held in the sanctuary 
following worship and a brief (but “beefed up”) 
coffee hour.   It will be a time to receive reports 
from advocates and boards as well as a report from 
the nominating committee electing people to 
various responsibilities within the life of the 
church. We will also approve the 2012 budget.  All 
members of the church are expected and 
encouraged to attend. Advocates and Board Chairs 
will need to submit year-end reports to the church 
office by mid-January.  
 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Christmastide at Old First Church 
 
December is traditionally a busy month in the 
life of a church and at Old First and this year 
was no exception!  December 4th was “Hanging 
of the Greens Day” where people in the 
congregation gathered for a delicious breakfast 
before worship and to decorate the church with 
the wreaths and trees so graciously donated by 
Peter and Monique Geannelis.    
 
Our annual Candlelight Service of Lessons and 
Carols took place on December 18th and people 
came from far and wide to enjoy it.  Those who 
participated were the Bennington Children’s 
Chorus, Leah Kidwell-Fernandes on the harp 
and Scott Smedinghoff at the organ.  Claudia 
Dalton, Jamie Franklin, Lucy Gardner Carson, 
Bill Gordon, Marsha Pilachowski and Jim 
Pullman did an outstanding job reading the six 
scripture lessons.  Jillian Conner, along with the 
minister, welcomed the congregation with the 
Call to Worship and Reverend Kenneth Clarke 
delivered a delightful sermon. Our thanks to the 
ushers who played such an important part in the 
service: Connie & Marshall Barrett, John Hill, 
Joan Kevorkian, Victor & Kathleen Milani (head 
ushers), Tom & Wendy Schmitt, Don & Lynda 
Swanda. Special thanks to Peter and Monique 
Geannelis for lighting the Advent candles.  After 
expenses, the offering netted $642.04 for the 
Food and Fuel Fund. 
 
On Christmas Eve, we were treated to a very 
special evening of music, readings and prayers. 
Reverend Clarke offered a meditation entitled 
"Christ Present", the young people of the church 
participated in the service by ushering, lighting 
the Advent wreath and delivering the scripture 
readings.  The Church Organist and Choir 
Director, Scott Smedinghoff assembled a seven 
piece orchestra to play musical interludes from 
Corelli and Handel’s Messiah and directed the 
delightful Old First Church choir.  The service 
concluded out in front of the church with 
everyone singing “Silent Night” by candlelight.   

 

 

 

The Blanket 
Project… 
 
Jeannette Lesser reports that 
78 blankets (many of which 
came from donations from 
Old First) have been given 
out to homeless and needy 
families in Bennington.  
Thank you for your help, it 
has made a difference in our 
community! 

Mitten Tree 
 

 
 
 

Thank you to 
everyone for all 

the beautiful 
donations to the 

mitten tree.  
Donations were 
delivered to the 
homeless shelter 

in North 
Bennington.  

We are sure that 
your gifts not 
only provided 
warm hands, 

but warm 
hearts. 

 

 

 
                               Women’s Book   
                         Group 
 
The WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP will meet on January 19 
at 6:30 p.m. at Kathy Yarnall’s home to discuss Goat Song 
by Brad Kessler.  Newcomers are always welcome.  For a 
listing of all the books being read this year go to the 
church website at www.oldfirstchurchbenn.org and click 
on the “Church Life” tab or contact Nancy in the church 
office and she can get you a paper copy. 
  
For more information, contact the church office or 
Wendy Schmitt. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Vermont’s Colonial Shrine: Welcoming all to share God’s light, 
and proclaiming God’s embracing love since 1806 

First Congregational Church 
1 Monument Circle 
Old Bennington, VT 05201 
 
Ja n u a ry  2 0 12  

 

The Old First Church 
Prayer Shawl Group 
meets at the Barn on 

Wednesday, January 11 at 
1:00 p.m. 

 




