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Thank you to all who participated
the Minister’sinstallation service which took place on a
glorious spring afternoon on May‘ﬁ.6 Here are a few
pictures taken before and after the service ariteat
reception.

You can view the service on local channel 15, CAToh
the following dates:

Thurs. 06/03, 05:00 p.m.; Sat. 06/05, 8:00 a.m.
Tues. 06/08, 10:30 a.m.; Thurs. 06/10, 7:00 p.m.
Fri. 06/11, 12:00 a.m.

We will have a copy in the office that can be
borrowed at some point in the near future.

1 Monument Circle, Old Bennington, Vermont 05201
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Kenneth A. Clarke, Minister Michd&iggs, Moderator



ur traditions hold us; they also tell us who we
are and point to our future. In a congregational Our Open Church season has officially begun, and
church, the tradition of an installation affrmseth ~ We look forward to a great season of hospitality to
bonds between the members of the church and thethe thousands of visitors who come to the church!
minister and suggests the wider connections we In June we are open on weekends only and need
share as a people of faith. As our recent guides on the following dates:
installation concluded, | was reminded of this and
thought how wise the decision of the church to

embrace both the labor and time involved with Sat. 6/12 (p.m.) Sat. 6/26 (p.m.)
making this a reality for the Old First Church once Sun. 6/13 (p.m.) Sun. 6/27 (p.m.)
again. My most sincere—and truly humble— Sat. 6/26 (a.m.)

thanks to all who worked tirelessly to make the o _

proud of the church and so appreciative of all your regular guides have already signed up for a specifi

efforts. In the work leading to the day, indeed, Morming or afternoon each week. Open Church
those bonds were made stronger and provide aAdvocates Marietta and Sam Hibbard report that

basis from which we can live out our faith anew. We need volunteers for most Saturday mornings and
The times demand it; this world and its tumult afternoons and Sunday afternoons.

need the calm presence of God's spirit. As a Please
community of faith we have no better path to call Sam & Marietta at 447-0856 or the church
travel. Once more, deep thanks! office if interested.

Fellowship ¢ -shp) n.  Friendly

relationship; companionship: community of
interest, feeling, etc. Communion as between
members of the same church.  Friendliness.
Random House Dictionary

Come one, come all to the 3rd Annual Old First

Monumental Tag Sale at the Barn, Saturday, June 5,Welcome to this newly named fellowship
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Be sure to tell a friend or advocacy. In the next few weeks I will be asking

bring them along! some of you to call four people on our calling list
when “we”, the church fellowship feels it is

There is still time to drop off donations duringeth ~ necessary to be reminded of an event, or an
week of June 1-4. We will be working on the tag emergency with our church family.

sale organization from 9AM to 4PM each day that

week and we will welcome your "stuff* anytime. Yours in Christ,

Come lend a hand if you can. The more, the Betsy Ehrenfreund
merrier! Fellowship Advocate

On Saturday, June 5th, we hope that everyone will

participate in some way: by volunteering to work, We are trying to pull together ownnual June

by providing food for the concession or to feed our church picnic on the Village Greerfat the Barn if
workers, or by coming to shop. New this year is weather is not cooperative) on Father's Day, June
our Silent Auction which will provide an 20". If someone would be willing to be the point
opportunity for everyone to bid on some very person, we would greatly appreciate it. We would
special items. Our tag sale is a fun way to suppor be looking for a grill (or two), a small tent, sdéa
our church and the larger community. This year the desserts and drinks. A sign up will be on the Blog
proceeds from our sale will benefit Old First's

programs and Bennington's Peter M. Goodrich Mark your calendars...Augusftls the date for the
Foundation ~ which  supports  educational church picnic at Hedges LakeTime TBD.
opportunities for Afghan students.



Our church hosts the Free Sunday Supper"at 2
Congregational Church on Juné™.3Thank you to

all who have donated shelf stable items to “stock

our shelves” for our monthly obligation. We will

need perishable food items on the day of the dinner

and if you could provide something for it, please
bring it to worship and leave it on the marble ¢abl
in the narthex. One of our volunteers who is
helping at the dinner will be assigned to pick up
the food.

Perishable items needed for June 13are:
2 loaves of Italian bread & butter

4 bags of salad

Dessert - 2 pans of brownies or the like

The Interfaith Council’'s Emegency Assistanc
Fund (“Food and Fuel”) always needs assista
One way to help is to send a check either tc
church, or directly to the fund at 107 Adams
Street. The individual gifts certainly add up ¢
help meet important needs. Last year, thadfu
distributed over $50,000 in emergency voucl
for everything from rent, electricity, fuel o
food, medicine, and transportation.

The other way to help is to drop off recyclak
to Bennington Beverage Outlet or Willy
Market and ask that they beedited to the Foo
and Fuel Fund. Such funds are regularly pic
up from the distributor.

J Habitat for Humanity”

On Saturday, August 28th, a group from Old
First will be working at the Bennington Area
Habitat for Humanity project on Silver Street in
Bennington. Won't you join us?

Information for Volunteers: Volunteers should
plan to arrive no earlier thaB:30 a.m We
usually work to until 3:00 p.m. People are
welcome to work as long or as little as their time
allows. It is good to bring work gloves. A mid-
morning snack will be provided. If you plan to
work after lunch, it is best to bring a sandwich.

We are continuing to look for volunteers to
mow the lawn at the Barn. If you
would like to help with this, pk=a
let Nancy in the office know. ew
will list open dates hretBlog
and ask for helphe tveekly
emails.

The Wen’s Book
Growgll meet at
SuetkKa

honos, June 17

at 7:00 PM to discuss the boolOlive Kittredge
by Elizabeth Stout.

If you would like to participate in the Book
Group or need more information, contact
Wendy Schmitt



Have you invited a friend to worship with us? rfiehe few specific things Jesus told his
disciples to do was to make other disciples. lsetot be shy about inviting others to share in
the good news. It is the most reliable way to hegeowing congregation.



Article from The Bennington Banner, May 20, 2010

The new pastor of the Old First Congregational Chuch, the Rev. Kenneth Clarke, has formidable
qualifications in several fields.

In addition to being an ordained minister, he goal college professor, an environmental consyléanat he holds a doctorate in |.
Yet, while being a minister is not a way to becainoh, he loves it.

"l was warned a long time ago that one wouldn'pb&e rich as a minister, although | guess some tensisn some places do we
Clarke said with a laugh, mentioning mega-churcttqraand bestselling authoidR Warren. "But | had no illusions about thatus
simply -- | believe this is true in all of life i you find what you're called to do, love doinghat you have a passion for, then p
tags matter less.”

He spoke to a reporter on Sunday, mésubefore his official installation, sitting on arizh in the cemetery next to the church
clear, sunny afternoon. The congregation first fedrim 1762 and meets in a historic building dedidah 1806.

Clarke teaches at Franklin Pierce Universihd still lives in Peterborough, N.H. "The hopehat I'll get settled on this side of
mountains at some point, perhaps sooner rather lgtan" He teaches business law and environmeéagl "which is always
surprise because people assume I'm teaching theblug said. "l enjoy teaching.”

He is an adjunct professor and teaches about sibsses a year. He has also done consulting inaledéw England on small hydro-
electric projects but has cut back on this worksihecoming pastor.

Originally from Rhode Island, Clarke has connectitm¥ermont. His family had a summer place on Rdt8 in Mount Holly, an
he has family roots in Bennington and had an ideanahe applied to the church what the post woullkbe

"I had always know about this church; that's one reason when | savas looking for leadership | kind of intuitiveknew wha
kind of situation it was," he said. "My mom and maianother lived in Bennington years ago in the 193@swe always came back
Bennington so she could visit friends. So it wasanknown quantity, but it was approaching someghiat | could understand.”

Filling the post, which is not quite full time, @ke conducts Sunday morning worship and is usuallyown Tuesdays al
Thursdays to it the sick, attend church committees, take cafiwe business, "and hopefully just get to behaparishioners
various stages of life and those people who aneggthirough various events in life to be a counsdlahelp to them."”

Wants more active role

When he eventually moves to the area, Clarke htipbscome involved with the Bennington Interfaitbu@cil. "l think we have
great active council," he said. "So I'm lookingviard to playing more of a role, but that's goinghtove to wai until my living
situation changes."

Clarke has served at Congregational churches itoWiN.H., Salem, Mass., and Lancaster, Mass. ldeatdoctorate from Vermc
Law School and a master of divinity degree fromudad.

In addition to sustaining mabership and helping people live a spiritual liieai modern age, he and the congregation also nagsi
the historic resource the church represents "iositipe way to make the present needs of the geh to people.”

The historic nature of thehurch and the property it sits on might limit howich the church can grow, "but we want to welcome
people into the community, and it's been a greatigof people and I've been very impressed withkthds of people that we he
here," Clarke said'So one thing that | want to do is just let otpeople in Bennington know that they're here anchewee a gre.
community.”

What does he like about being a minister?

"I do like interactions with people, being of use fgeople, a comfort and givingerspective in times of crisis. It's difficult,s
draining work sometimes, but it's very rewardingpiquiet way," he said. "That's when you reallyl feat you've spent some til
doing some good, when you've helped someone aptiat. And also | d like the intellectual challenge of preaching alsdling
with issues of the spirit."

What personal qualities does he bring to ministry?

"l hope I'm engaging. | hope I'm relaxed from titogime and not invested in the forms so much asrgalizingthat religion is a
opportunity for people to interact with each othdre said. "So | hope | bring an accessibility, ezsally in our tradition, to .
something that might be seen as kind of bound upsitory. | hope to make it accessible."”

In a way, the installation ceremony marked a real begmmif his time at Old First. "The community heres lien great," he se
"Bennington is kind of a unique and wonderful plese I'm just happy to share this day with as ny@gple as possible.”



