On coming to Bennington naturally | was

prepared for a wonderful Christmas season.
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Each day and season reveals some new aspect C
church life. In all days | am so grateful to those

warmth of the church’s candlelight service and the members who at work and worship make this

overall setting of the meetinghouse on the hill
combined with the sense that all was new; a prest
itself. Easter was a surprise. Same buildingjlam
beautiful setting only now in spring sun lig
softening the edges of winter's mystery. ~
difference for me was the realization of how th
gathered under the domed ceiling were knit toge

in work and worship; joy and sorrow. Some of this
feeling was awakened by our lenten preparal
especially the Maundy Thursday supper and servi
the barn and the Tenebrae service that followelde:
church. The difference was also one of how sh
time and knowledge of each other accumulates &
walk together through the year. In small details
large events God moves with us and through t
We are asked to look and see the ties that ho&hd
challenged to live the faith we profess.

This fine spring season we welcome S
Smedinghoff a®ur new organist. Scott has helpec
through the past months and, on Easter Sunda
organ and choral music reminded us all of
opportunities for new depths and possibilities
await us.

Next month we will gather to join togethermy
installation as minister of the church. This is ad
honored congregational tradition whereby
members of the church formally acknowledge t
right to choose their ministerial leadership anddl
themselves with the minister in a mutual work o
church. In some ways it is neither the first nor it
step of the work God has set for us, but it is iatpm
the way which reminds us who we are and what ¢
work we have before us in this world. It is a titoe
invite friends and neighbors to join us in celelomat

church the special place it is. The reality ist tha
we are inspired and renewed by times of joy and
light we will, in the course of time, be testedlbgs
and sorrow and then see joy again. How blessed
are we to share the sense of family, united b fait
centered on the life of the spirit in this and all
seasons.

- Ken Clark«

The Church  Council has accepted the
recommendation of the organist/choir director dearc
committee and asked Scott Smedinghoff to be our
next organist/choir director and we are very hagpy
announce that he has accepted the position!

Scott has been acting as our Interim Organist since
late January. We have been delighted by his music
and it has been a great pleasure getting to know hi
after worship each week during coffee hour.

Scott is a recent graduate of Williams College waith
BA in Mathematics and Physics where he continues
as a teaching assistant for mathematics depart

He has received a number of awards at the college.
Scott is a professional accompanist at Williams
College; rehearsal accompanist and harpsichoatist f
the Bennington Choral Society as well as the
Williams College Concert Choir and Chamber Choir;
and the Music Director at the First Baptist Church
here in Bennington. We will be sharing him witle th
First Baptist Church in July and August, when we
move our worship time to 9:30 a.m. Scott will play
every other week those two months and we are so
glad that Charlotte Knighton can continue to plary f

us on alternating Sundays.
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Tag Sale season is here and it's time to clean th

attic and those stuffed closets. Box up all that
"stuff" that you had intended to use, but haven't,

2 years or 20 years. It is time to refresh and
recycle. Storage for smaller items is available in
the church Barn attic now. We ask that you wait to
bring larger items Saturday, May 29 from 10-
12noon, Sunday, May 30 after worship and during
the week prior to the sale, Monday May 31
through Thursday, June 3 from 9AM through 4
PM. If these times are not convenient or if you

need help with transportation, please call Marsha

Pilachowski (447-3868) or Ken Walling. Get
cleaning folks!!! Tell your neighbors to do the
same.

Our Tag Sale committee is excited and ready to
go. Many of the same folks have volunteered to
help again (which indicates what a good time we
have working together) but we always need more
help. We need help with signs, advertising, the
food concession, transportation, cleaning and
organizing during the week prior to the sale and

LOTS of help the day of the sale. Please contact

Nancy in the church office or Marsha if you are
able to lend a hand in any way. We can find
something for EVERYONE to do!! Come join the
fun....the more, the merrier!

We need three more participants to be

able to start up anoth&ody Flowclassai

the Barn. The class is taught by
instructors from Off the
Wall gym and open to
ability levels.

tr

To join or for more
information, please
contact Nancy in the
church office.

The Wien'’s Book
Growgll meet at
Joarevorkian’s
honos, April 15

at 7:.00 PM to discuss the bookThe Soloistby
Steve Lopez.

If you would like to participate in the Book Group
or need more information, contact Wendy Schmitt
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The Old First Church hosts the Free Sunday Sup
2"4 Congo Church on the second Sunday of eachth
We are alwayslooking for helpers and for fo
donations If you haven’'t hosted before and are hes
to sign up, no worrieswe can buddy you up wi
someone who has done it before so they can guid
through the process. There are alwaysppe from th
2" Congo Church there who can help us navigate
facilities. All who dine are very appreciative and it
fun way to spend a couple of hours!

Items needed:

6 jars/cans of spaghetti sauce

5 pounds of ground beef or frozen meatballs
7 Ibs of spaghetti

1 or 2 containers of Parmesan cheese

3 loaves of Italian bread & butter

4 bags of salad

2 bottles of dressing

Dessert - 2 pans of brownies or the like

We continue to collect food for the Harvest Housew
provides a warm meal each day to people in need in
this area. Your donations of soup and canned meats
have made a difference in how many they can feeal on
daily basis. Donations can be brought to the dhurc
office or left in the box in the church narthex.

Iltems needed:
Canned Vegetables
Velveta Cheese
Macaroni noodles
Cr. Mushroom sot

Coffee
Canned meats
Alfredo sauce

Pasteesau
Ziplock bags



We are trying to wrap up the picture taking for
the new church directory. If you haven’t had

your picture done please contact Ken Walling at:

447-4844 or email: kewalling@myfairpoint.net.

The picture taking area has been moved to the
church parlor and he can take your photo after
worship or schedule an appointment.

Jessie

Congratulations  to Kuzmi
daughter of Doug and Amy Kuzmicki, w
made it onto the USSA Eastern National
Team representing thdJS against tr
Canadian Nationals in Sugarloaf, N
Jessie trains and races with the Mount £
Alpine Racing Team.

Many thanks to
Kathy Buck for
playing her
bagpipes before,
during and after
worship on March
14" in honor of St.
Patrick’s Day.

Believe it or not, lawn mowing season is right
around the corner and we are looking for
volunteers to mow at the Barn and
Church. If you would like to helgth
this, please let Nancy in thicef
know. Ken Walling hasevéd
to do the first moginWe
) will list opemis in the
Blog and ask feth
in the weekly efsai

Ready, Set, Go! The Old First Churtetam callec
"Feet First" is participating in the Southwestern
Vermont Health Care Trek for Health for the 3rd
year in a row. This 6-week program starts April
11th and ends on May 22. Weekly results will be
published in the Saturday issue paper and we
encourage everyone to check on the progress of
our 8 team members:
Sandy Bechtel

Tony & Jeanne Conner
Candy Cuthbert

June King

Tom & Wendy Schmitt
Valerie Shemeth.




Old First Church Singers on Easter Sunday

Tenebrae Service

The annual Easter egg hi
brings delight on Easter
morning.
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