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1 Monument Circle, Old Bennington, Vermont 05201 
 

  www.oldfirstchurchbenn.org    �    oldfirst@sover.net  �    (802) 447-1223 
 

Kenneth A. Clarke, Minister                Kiki Traver, Moderator                        
 

February 2010 

WARNING…Old First Church Annual Meeting 

The Church Council has called the Annual Meeting for February 28, to be held in the 
sanctuary following worship and a brief (but “beefed up”) coffee hour.   It will be a time 
for hearing reports from advocates and boards as well as a report from the nominating 
committee electing people to various responsibilities within the life of the church. We 
will also approve the 2010 budget.  All members of the church are expected and 
encouraged to attend.  If you can help with coffee hour that day, we would greatly 
appreciate it.  Please fill out a BLOG in the bulletin or let Nancy know in the office 
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FROM THE MINISTER… 
 

Last Sunday after church I took time for my first visit (at least the first one since I was a 
child) to the Bennington Museum for the opening of a new exhibit.  An unexpected result 
for me was the “discovery” of a comet.  Seasoned historians of Bennington and the church 
will recognize the reference I am making.  Displayed high on the wall of one of the 
museum galleries is the original of the “double comet” weathervane that once topped our 
steeple.  Apparently I have been going in and out the meetinghouse for Sunday service 
with my eyes to the ground and did not notice the replica which has been doing fine work 
of telling us which way the wind is blowing since it replaced the original in the mid 
nineteen eighties. 
 
A long way of making a simple point; as the days go forward I find stories of the church in 
all places.  Some places where the stories come forward are expected, some not.  More 
importantly, unlike the weathervane, most are personal stories of faith, of the storms 
we’ve weathered and of the direction we hope to travel forward with God’s blessing.  The 
weathervane crowning the meetinghouse has a great story but those gathered at ground 
level are making a new kind of history adding to the essence of this place.  I’m a little 
more certain of the ground under my feet (even in winter) and so I hope as the Lenten 
season dawns I can spend less time with eyes to the ground and more time learning and 
sharing the story of faith and work we are writing together.  Let’s not wait till the next 
comet appears. 
 
The Rev. Ken Clarke 

In response to the devastating earthquake in Haiti on January 12 we will be taking a special 
collection over the next two weeks to help with emergency needs through Church World 
Service. CWS is working with partners to provide water, food, temporary shelter and health 
assistance.  Having worked in partnership in Haiti since the 1960s, CWS will also help to 
support communities in the long struggle to rebuild.   Your tax-deductible donation may be 
placed in the offering plate on Sunday mornings or sent to the church office.  Please write 
your check payable to the First Congregational Church and note in the memo: Haiti .     
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The Old First Church yoga class continues to 
meet at the Barn on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at 4:30 p.m. through the month of February.   
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We will prepare and host the Free Sunday Supper 
at 2nd Congregational Church on February 14.  If 
you would be interested in helping, please sign up 
in the Sunday morning BLOG, contact Nancy in 
the office.  All who dine are very appreciative and 
it is a fun way to spend a couple of hours!   
 
Donations of spaghetti sauce, spaghetti noodles, 
meatballs, Italian bread, bagged salad or desserts 
would be greatly appreciated.  Please contact 
Nancy if you would be willing to donate any of 
these items. 
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Thank you to all who donated blankets in 
December and January to the “Blankets for the 
Homeless” campaign.  A total of 43 blankets were 
donated to date, 23 from Old First Church people!  
It has been a very cold winter for many people and 
your donations have been greatly appreciated.  
Please keep them coming, our campaign runs 
through March. 
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The Harvest House has seen a tremendous increase 
of people coming through the door to have a warm 
and satisfying meal.  Your donations of soup and 
canned meats have made a difference in how many 
they can feed on a daily basis.  It is an on-going 
struggle to provide for the numerous people in need 
in this area and your continued support is needed.  
Donations can be brought to the church office or 
left in the box in the church narthex. 
 

Items needed: 
 

Macaroni noodles           Cream of Mushroom soup 
Pasta sauce                      Canned meats 
Alfredo sauce 
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We wil l  be once again producing the 
Meditations for Lent booklet by and for members 
and friends of Old First Church.    Lent begins on 
Ash Wednesday, February 17 and we have a very 
short period of time to pull it together.   A total of 
47 entries are needed so don’t be shy about 
submitting either your own work or something 
you have read that moved you.   Email is the best 
way to get it here and we need them by February 
8.  The devotionals are printed on a half-sheet of 8 
½ x 11” paper so please limit your selection to no 
more then 300 words 
 
Lent is traditionally a time when Christians 
consider the cost of following our Lord, of 
reflection and prayer that leads to action, and to 
the faith that God makes all things new, as we 
proclaim on Easter.  So please consider 
submitting something for our congregation's 
Meditations for Lent, 2010 booklet!   
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Notes from the Building and Grounds Chair: 
Before the start of the current heating season the 
Trustees decided to switch fuel oil providers to 
Robert Greene Oil of Bennington. The primary 
reason for choosing Greene was their very good 
“lock in” rate. While a technician From Greene Oil 
was inspecting the oil tanks in the cellar of the 
Barn, he noticed that the tanks had been installed on 
the sides of cement blocks and that one set of 
blocks had collapsed and that the fill pipes were 
essentially hold the tank up. Greene Oil installed a 
cement pad, a new oil tank, and removed the two 
old tanks. Greene Oil did NOT charge for labor and 
only charged for the parts at their cost. As Building 
and Grounds Chair I am extremely thankful for 
Greene Oil and felt that the whole congregation 
should be aware of the fine service they are 
providing the church. 
 

Ken Walling 
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A committee has been formed and will begin 
working on the Old First Church Cookbook which 
will include recipes by members and friends of the 
church.  The cookbook will be available for sale 
later this summer.  If you can lend a hand by 
serving on the committee or providing a recipe (or 
two!) we would greatly appreciate it.   
 
Recipe submissions will be taken from February –
May, but more information about how to submit 
will be available after the committee gathers. 
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                                             The Women’s Book    
                                             Group will meet at  
                                       Marge Roberts’ home, on  
                                     February 18 at 7:00 PM to 
discuss the book The Help by Kathryn Stockett.    
  
For more information, contact Wendy Schmitt 

 
 
 
More than 20 years ago, the Souper Bowl of Caring 
began with a simple prayer from a single youth 
group:  
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Since that day, more than $60 million has been 
raised for local charities across the country through 
the Souper Bowl of Caring.  It has become a 
powerful movement that is transforming Super 
Bowl weekend into the nation’s largest youth-led 
weekend of giving and serving. 
 
Through this mission, young people learn what it is 
like to make a positive  difference in the world –as 
they collect food, raise money and volunteer to 
work in charities that provide shelter to the 
homeless, food to the hungry and compassion to 
those in need. 
 
Be a part of this movement that is sharing God’s 
love with those in need.  Please give generously on 
Super Bowl Sunday.  Every dollar donated goes to 
a charity of our choice. 
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The Bennington Free Library is now accepting 
donations of the following items for their annual 
book sale: 
 
Children’s books 
Cookbooks 
Novels 
VHS tapes 
DVD’s  
CD’s  
Games and puzzles 
 
Donations may be brought up to the Barn and left 
in the plastic bin outside of the nursery school 
door. 
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