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W hat a pleasure to write these words as your new minister!  Your 
warm welcome has been wonderful as I slowly start to learn all the 
facets of this historic and special church.  The celebrations of 
Advent and Christmas, with themes of anticipation and grace were 
given a new dimension for me this season.   I trust that in some way 
the holidays held similar meaning for you.   I am honored and 
privi leged that the congregation has extended this call to serve as 
your minister and want to assure you that, with God’s help, I 
undertake the work with joy, good faith and steady purpose. 
 
This year is truly fresh as the church begins a new chapter in fai th, 
work and ministry.  My home, for the time being, l ies over the 
mountains to the east.   Occasionally, on learning that I commute 
over the Molly Stark Trail friends cast their eyes to the ground and 
smile just a bit, better knowing the challenges of the road in 
winter’s hard grip.  For the moment, I f ind the route acceptable 
because of the glimpses of some remote and snow encrusted hil ls:   
a daily reminder and meditation on the fact that the world is a place 
of beauty and danger.  Some f ind these signs in things close to 
home; others travel far to have it  confirmed. 
 
The quiet isolation of the hi l ls reminds us of our work as a 
church—to l ive our fai th in a world of beauty and danger.  These 
years, perhaps more so than in decades past, the world seems in 
need of a faithful response to its beauty and danger.  For this, 
among many other reasons, I am excited to begin ministry here at 
the Old First Church.    I look forward to our mutual work in 
creating a place, amidst this beauty and danger, which seeks just 
such a faithful response. 

Asking God’s blessing upon us, let us begin. 

The Rev. Kenneth Clarke 
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December is traditionally a busy month in the 
life of a church and at Old First, it was no 
exception!  December 6th was “Hanging of the 
Greens Day” where people in the congregation 
gathered before worship to decorate and install 
the wreaths and trees that were so graciously 
donated by Peter and Monique Geannelis.  It 
was also Stewardship Sunday and our 
minister’s first official Sunday at the pulpit.  
On December 13th some of our congregation 
went caroling to shut ins and our church hosted 
the Free Sunday Supper at Second 
Congregational Church.   

Our annual Candlelight Service of Lessons 
and Carols took place on December 20th and 
people came from far and wide to enjoy it.  
Those who participated were the Bennington 
Children’s Chorus with various musical 
accompanists; soloists Kerry Ryer-Parke and 
John Wilson; Sue Green on trumpet; The Tall 
Spire Ringers from Manchester; and Stephen 
Williams at the organ.  Mike Briggs, Kiki 
Traver, Jeanne Conner, Jessie Kuzmicki, 
Jackson Oller and Jim Pullman did an 
outstanding job reading the six scripture 
lessons.  The Reverend Kenneth Clarke gave a 

delightful sermon; and our thanks to the ushers 
who played such an important part in the 
service: Connie and Marshall Barrett, Bill and 
Carol Gordon, Kathleen and Vic Milani, David 
and Marsha Pilachowski, and Ken and Mary 
Walling. After expenses, the offering netted 
$981 for the Food and Fuel Fund and the 
Bennington Coalition for the Homeless.   

On Christmas Eve, the Old First Church 
Singers sang several pieces during the service 
and our young people participated by lighting 
the Advent and Christmas candles and 
ushering. They also handed out candles to the 
congregation as they exited to sing Silent Night 
outside after the service. 

Below is a sampling of pictures from various 
events: 
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The Old First Church yoga classes meet at 
the Barn on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
4:30 p.m.   Those of us who are 
participating have been given a 2-month 
full membership to Off The Wall gym as 
an added bonus.  For detailed information 
on the various classes offered at the gym; 
for class schedules; or just general 
information about their facilities, please  
check out their website at: 
http://www.offthewallgym.com 
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The nominating committee is still searching for a 
Christian Ed advocate and a Fellowship advocate.  
If you are interested in serving in one of those 
capacities, please contact Suzy Donavan, 
Nominating Committee Chair at 442-9654. 
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The Women’s Book Group will meet at the 
Wendy Schmitt’s home, at 7:00 PM to discuss 
the book The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak.    
  
For more information, contact Wendy Schmitt 
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Habitat for Humanity will be holding its annual 
meeting on Saturday, January 23 from 5:30 – 7:00 
p.m. (a pot-luck dinner will be served) at the 
Federated Church on Ice Pond Road in East 
Arlington.  Anyone interested is encouraged to 
attend.  For more information contact Habitat 
board member Nancy at 375-9653. 
 
 
We are pleased to welcome area elementary school 
students to Old First Church on January 11 and 20 
and again on February 23 as part of the “Magical 
Mystery Tour Bus” after school program initiated 
by the SVSU.  Their visit to the church will focus 
on the settlement of Bennington and the historical 
significance of the church and surrounding burial 
grounds.   
 
 

 
The Harvest House desperately needs lunch food 
items of canned soup (especially chicken noodle 
and tomato) and canned meats (ham, tuna and 
chicken).   Donations can be left in the box in the 
narthex or brought to the church office. 
 
We will be continuing our blanket drive 
through the month of January.  So far people 
from Old First Church have donated 17 
blankets.  The Harvest House was very 
selective in distributing the blankets to those 
who REALLY needed them   
                                 and the recipients were  
                                  ecstatic. But the need was  
                                    greater than the supply  
                                      and we hope you  will  
                                       think of those in need  
                                         as you clean out your  
                                          linen closets or  
                                            purchase new  
                                             blankets.  Blanket  
                                             donations can be 
brought to the church office or left on the table 
in the narthex. 

  

 

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 
 
So far, 28 people have pledged $38,919 to the 
general operating and 3rd Century funds.   We are 
still a long way off to meeting our budget and it is 
not too late to make your pledge to the church.  
Contact Nancy in the office and she will provide 
you with a pledge card.  Weekly offering 
envelopes can be found in the narthex for those 
wishing to use them.  Year-end statements will be 
sent out in January. 
 

De-Greening of the Church! 
 

January 17 after the service please come prepared 
to spend an extra ½ hour after church to help 
remove the window wreaths and Christmas trees.  
Many hands will make the task fun and move 
quickly. 
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The Church Council has called the Annual Meeting for February 28, to 
be held in the sanctuary following worship.  It will be a time for 
hearing reports from the Trustees and Deacons; Christian Ed, 
Fellowship, Mission and Open Church advocates as well as the report 
of the Nominating Committee and electing people to various 
responsibilities within the life of the church.  The budget for 2010 will 
be presented and voted on.  Those writing annual reports are asked to 
submit theirs by January 31st. 
 


