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Christmas is a time of expectancy, excitement amdtgoy. Consider some of
Carols we regularly sing this time of ye&@, Come, O Come, Emmanuklark! The
Herald Angels Sir; Joy to the Worldand many others that remind us what #@aso
is all about.

Our church has been waiting with great expectancyinew minister and it is perfec
fitting thatthe Rev. Kenneth Clarkewill begin his time with us this Christmas sea
We welcome Ken with great joy and excitement onddynDecember 6. O come,
ye faithful and celebrate the arrival of our miaist

The second Sunday in Advent on DecembBRis6a packed day withlanging of the
Greensstarting at 9:00 a.m. and a light breakfast semedte narthex. It's ok to “dre
down” for worship that day because working with pimeedles can be messy! Mi
thanks to Peter and Monique Geannelis for donatiwegwreaths and trees again
year. December'Bis alsoStewardship Sundayand after worship we will gather in 1
narthex for a special coffee hour where we will annouttee tally of the pledges ma
for 2010. Pledge cards will be available that nmggnfor those who haven't hac
chance to submit previouslyThe trustees will soon begin the process of fortmdae
budget for 2010.

Our church hosts thieree Sunday Supperat Second Congo on December 18you
can participate please let Nancy in the office kn@wonations of spaghetti sau
noodles, bagged salad, Italian bread or desserdwiigreatly appreciated. Dation:
can be dropped off at the Barn on Friday, Decenitifr(nonperishable items can
dropped off sooner).

On the fourth Sunday in Advent, December 20, wd have our usual 11:00 a.
worship service. Following the service the deaasifisset upthe globes and candles
preparation for the evening Candlelight Servered the lay readers will have
opportunity to practice their readings from the eppulpit. The Candlelight Service
of Lessons and Carols begins at 7:00 p.m.The Bennington Ghdren’s Chorus
directed by Kerry Ryer-Parke, will again sing. Keand John Wilson will sin@ Holy
Night as a duet. The organist will be Stephen Williaand the trumpeter Sue Gre
Members of the congregation give the readings,theck’s a briesermon. And there
plenty of singing! We hope you come and enjoyTihis service is a gift we make to
wider community, and it's a real treat to have sangnvisitors. The proceeds of
offering (after expenses) will be donated to theerif@sith Council’'s Emergenc
Assistance (“Food and Fuel”) Fund and to the Begoim Coalition for the Homeless
Bank Street, North Bennington). Please be prepargd/e generously.
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Our Christmas Eve service is at 5:00the church is lit with candles and we end
our service by singin&ilent Nighton the Village GreenThe Old First Church
Choir will be singing at this special service.



We are still about $500 short for our 2009 “Fai

Share” dues to the National Association
Congregational Christian Churches (NACCC).

you have not made your contribution of $10 pe
active member yet, we ask you to send a checketo {
church office or leave it in the offering plate b
December 13. Be sure to write NACCC Dues on thge
memo line. Your dues are tax deductible and wi
appear on your year-end statement from the church

Come decorate a fully
assembled graham
cracker house!

Farmhouse Nursery School is having Cookie H
night at the Barn. Come decorate a fully assen
graham cracker cookie house on Monday, dbeloe
14, seatings at 5:30 and 6:30 p.m. at the Bare (A
used to do years ago!). If you would like
information or would like to reserve a cookie hotm
decorate and take home, please call 442-5915.

The 20" annual Community Remembrance Service
will take place next Sunday, December 6 at 2 PM pat
Mt. Anthony Union HS. It is an interfaith gathegin
and celebration of life to celebrate your loved ne
with music, poetry, art and prayer and is sponsored
by Hanson-Walbridge Funeral Homes and VNA &
Hospice of Southwestern Vermont. For morg
information call 442-4329 or 442-5502.

The Bennington County Choral Society invites
everyone to their “Kerstliedjes and Noéls” conceft
on Saturday, December 5 at 8 PM and Sunday,
December 6 at 3 PM at St. Peter's Episcopal
Church. Tickets are available at the door for 4.0
in advance from choristers or The Benningto
Bookshop.
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Reg Jones reminds us that the annual Whi
Chapel Christmas Carol Sing will take place a
the White Chapel Church on Chapel Road i
Bennington on Sunday, December 13, at 5:0
pm. The music comes from the pump organ
The heat comes from the wood stove. And th
cookies and cider after the singing come fron
the members of the White Chapel Society
Everyone is welcome to attend. It is very
informal with no preaching, just singing
favorite Christmas Carols and enjoying the
spirit of the season in this beautiful historic
setting.

— Tharks to all who helped wi
the fall clean up on Novembef"7Zand Novembe
14" — Nancy Andrews, Jeanne Conner, Tony
Jillian Conner, Rick Oller, Dave Pilachowski, T
Schmitt and Ken Walling who did a tremendous
raking up leaves at the church andBaA specie
thanks goes to Rick Oller and Ken Walling for
taking away the leaves and branches!



The OId First Church yoga classes will start on
Tuesday, January 5 at 4:30 p.m. at the Barn.

Payment of $75 for the 8-week program is due at the

first class and participants must sign a releas®.fdf
you don’t have a yoga mat yet you should get one

(they can be purchased for around $10-$15 at stores

like Olympia Sports, Wal-Mart, Kmart and TJ Maxx)
and you will want to wear loose fitting comfortable
clothing. If you have any questions, please calhdya
in the church office.

We are collecting new and clean gently used blanke
area homeless again this year. Please bring your
blankets to the church or

to the office during the ~
month of December. _ﬁ
Last year the need was g

greater than our supply
so be sure to be generous.
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Blizzard Bags

Thank you to everyone who donated food for the a@nnu
Blizzard Bags for local seniors program. Your game
contributions enabled the Southwestern VT Counafging

to provide a good bundle of food to 800 homebound o
isolated seniors for an “emergency stash” thisewint The
recipients will receive a note with their “stagiforming them

of the sponsoring organizations.

New Members Received

We welcome into church
membership Connie and
Marshall Barrett, Carol Wade
Gordon and Vic and Kathleen
Milani who were received as
active members upon their re-
affirmation of faith on

Sunday, November'8

The nominating committee is gearing up for the
upcoming annual
determined).

meeting (date to

Positions:

Moderator

Trustee

Deacon

Treasurer

Assistant Treasurer

Member At-Large

Personnel Committee
Nominating Committee chair
Advocate for Christian Education

If you are interested in serving if
any of the following positions, or would like to
nominate someone, please fill out an inseft
found in the Sunday morning bulletins or
contact Suzy Donavan, Nominating Committeg
Chair at 442-9654
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The Women’s Book Group will meet at the
Mt. Anthony Country Club on December 10,

at 6:00 PM for dinner and to discuss the book
The Christmas Trainby David Baldacci.

For more information, contact Nancy
Garrison






