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All church members are encouraged to attend the Special Church Meeting called by the 
Pastoral Search Committee and the Council.  The meeting will be held in the church 
Sanctuary after worship on Sunday, November 15 to affirm the nominated pastor, the 
Rev. Kenneth Clarke, as our next minister.  A special potluck luncheon at the Barn will 
take place after the meeting.   We ask each family to provide a dish to share at the 
luncheon.  The weekly BLOG found in the bulletin will have a space to sign up for a 
specific dish or you can contact Nancy in the church office and let her know if you can 
provide a main dish, salad or dessert. 
 
 
If you are currently not a member of Old First Church but would like to join, please 
come to the special Deacons meeting on Sunday, November 1, following worship.  For 
more information or if you have any questions, please contact Marsha Pilachowski, 
chair of Deacons, 802-447-3868.  
 
 
Thank you to all of our Open Church guides!  More than twenty-nine people 
gave of their time throughout the summer and fall to open the church to visitors 
from all over the world.  Marietta and Sam Hibbard coordinated those volunteer 
hours, and we’re so grateful to them and for the efforts of the following people: 
Sandy Bechtel, Tony Conner, Suzy Donavan, Betsy Ehrenfreund, Bill & Carol 
Gordon, Lou & Marie Guariniello, Ann Herrick, Marietta & Sam Hibbard, Arlene 
& Charlie Horvath, Sue Katz, Joan Kevorkian, June King, Jeannette Lesser, 
Isobel & John Meyer, Bettenell Miller, Patrice Nolan, Olivia Oller, Rick Oller, 
Gunther Pagel, Dave & Marsha Pilachowski, Wendy Schmitt, Ken & Mary 
Walling and several students from the Interact program at Mt. Anthony Union 
High School.  If we have inadvertently missed someone, please let Nancy know 
in the church office.  Information collected on the “Daily Sheets” give us the 
following stats: 
 

  In 2009 we had:                                                    In 2008 we had: 
  Total Visitors: 6461                                               Total Visitors:6308 
  Total Buses: 59                                                      Total Buses: 80 
  Total Income: $13,484 (budgeted: $13,300)         Total Income: $14,230 (budgeted: $17,500)  
  Total Expenses: $1,727 (budgeted: $2,000)          Total Expenses: $1,595 (budgeted: $2,000) 
 
 

Please come help with the Fall clean-up of the church’s properties on November 7, 9:00 
a.m. meeting at the Barn.  Bring a rake, gloves and a tarp (if you can)! 
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The Women’s Book Group will meet at Nancy 
Garrison’s home on Thursday, November 19, 
at 7:00 PM to discuss the book The Art of 
Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein.  
Newcomers are always welcome.  
  
For more information, contact Wendy Schmitt.  
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We will be sending our yearly dues to the NACCC 
next month and have only collected a portion of our 
annual “Fair Share” contribution of $10 per active 
member.  If you have not paid your “Fair Share” dues 
yet, please send a check made out to: First 
Congregational Church (“dues” in the memo line) to 
the church office by November 30.  Your dues are tax 
deductible and will appear on your year-end 
statement from the church. 
 
 

 

On October 10th we welcomed a group of 
German organists to Old First Church for a 
special evening tour and dissertation on our 
Wicks Organ.  Our organist Stephen Williams 
along with his friend Dick Rhindress and our 
church historian Ken Walling were there to 
welcome our visitors.  The leader of the group 
was invited to play the organ and gave an 
impromptu concert for all to enjoy. 
 
Special thanks to Stephen and Dick for their 
time and effort in seeing that the recent organ 
repairs and tuning were completed in time for 
the visit.  Stephen and Dick developed a list of 
problems with the organ and monitored the 
tuning and repair to ensure that it was 
completed successfully.  
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11/1: Rev. Lou Guariniello 
11/8: Rev. Lou Guariniello 
11/15: Rev. Kenneth Clarke 
11/22: Rev. Charles Fox 
11/29: Rev. Gunther Pagel 
 

 

Special thanks to the members of the Pastoral Search 
Committee for their tireless efforts in finding a new 
minister for the Old First Church.  The committee 
members are: Sandy Bechtel, Mike Briggs, Bill 
Gordon (chair), Ann Herrick, Sean-Marie Oller 
(corresponding secretary), Marsha Pilachowski, Jon 
Traver and Nancy Andrews (recording secretary).  
They logged in over 60 hours in meetings and 
countless hours were spent in deep thought, reflection, 
research and corresponding with one another and the 
candidates by mail and email.  It was an exhausting 
quest but one that is coming to a close with an 
outcome of hope and spiritual guidance from a 
minister who can lead us into the next chapter of Old 
First Church history.   
 
Bill Gordon, chair of the committee is to be 
commended for his leadership and great patience.  All 
of the committee members are grateful for the 
friendships and bond that developed during these 
months together.     
 

Be sure to check out the new bulletin 
boards at the church.  One wil l be 
dedicated to “announcements and 
church business” and the other will  
focus on “church happenings”.  Many 
thanks to Mary Walling for taking on 
the task of constructing them and 
keeping them current.  If  you have 
something to contribute to either of 
the boards, please drop off material 
at the church off ice.  At the church’s 
discretion announcements and/or 
photos will  be posted. 
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So far we have 8 people showing an interest in joining our 
yoga class starting in January.  We will meet on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays at 4:30 p.m. at the Barn and the program 
will run for 8 weeks.  This is a three-discipline program of 
Tai Chi, Yoga and Pilates ending with relaxation and 
meditation. The class is available for all levels, beginner to 
expert and is co-ed!  We encourage you to invite a friend 
from outside the church to join in too. 
 
The cost per person will be $75 pre paid with a minimum 
of 10 people and maximum of 20.  This would be a 
breakdown of $4.68 per class.  You would need to provide 
your own exercise mat and be sure to wear loose 
comfortable clothing. 
 
Please let Nancy know in the church office if you are 
interested in joining.   
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11/1: Living the Questions discussion group,  
         meeting at 9:30 a.m. in the church Parlor. 
 

11/7: Fall Clean up of church properties.  
Meeting at 9:00 a.m. at the Barn. 

 

11/8: Choir organizational meeting 9:45 a.m. in 
the Parlor. 

 

11/8: Open Church volunteer recognition during 
coffee hour 

 

11/8: Old First Church hosts the Free Sunday 
Supper at the 2nd Congregational Church. 

 

11/15: Special Church Meeting in the Church 
Sanctuary following worship to affirm the 
nominated pastor.  Potluck luncheon 
following at the Barn  

 

12/6: Hanging of the Greens before worship, 
meeting at 9:00 a.m. 

 

12/6: Stewardship Sunday  
 

12/20: Candlelight Service of Lessons and 
Carols, 7:30 p.m.  

 

12/24: Christmas Eve service at 5:00 p.m. 
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Betsy Ehrenfreund who recently had knee replacement 
surgery 
 
Pat Guerrero who recently had arthroscopic knee surgery 
 
Don and Pat Bowman who are moving to a new home to be 
nearer to their children. 
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