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Newsletter of the First Congregational Church

Dear Old First Friends and Family,

We return to ourREGULAR WORSHIP HOURof 11:00 a.m. starting Sunday,
September 6 where we will have a visiting “vacatgh minister preaching for us. On
September 13 our organist, the Rev. Stephen W#liaitl preach, while our long-time
friend, Charlotte Knighton fills in for him at thergan bench. On September 20 our
congregation takes charge in producing and presgmtorship and the Rev. Bruce Lee
Clark finishes out the month on Septembéf.2We hope that as you settle into “back
to school” or “back to regular schedules” you wailso include Sunday worship in your
plans. It will be great to be all together again!

We said it last month and we’re going to say itiagaur OPEN CHURCH program
NEEDS vounteers, especially on weekends! If you can veento take a shift or
two, please let us know. The fall months are idikig busy at the church with hordes
of tourists as well as scheduled and even unsceéduls groups. It is our hope to
have two hosts per shift if at all possible, ongitee “the talk” and the other to count
visitors and handle purchases. Our regular weeslynteers are well versed in “the
talk” and we are mostly looking for helpers durthg week.

Mark your calendars. September 20L&BY SUNDAY, a time to come together as a
community of faith and to share our talents. Maeyppile already have volunteered to
participate in our service but we can always inelatbre (call Nancy in the office 447-
1223 or complete the BLOG in Sunday’s bulletin)l the material will be provided for
everyone participating in the service. The Deacwit) the help of Reg Jones who
will be delivering the sermon that day, will be mng the service in the coming
weeks. Please consider participating, but everoif go not feel comfortable taking
part, please come to church that day to supportcatebrate our church family. It
really will be OUR day!

TheLIVING THE QUESTIONS Sunday morning discussion group will be starting up
again this month. Once a date is determined, hals¢ who are involved will be
notified.

We are eager to start up with our Thursday ever@OIR PRACTICES in
September and are hoping all of our regulars, dsasesome new voices, will join ii
Please contact Nancy in the church office to letkmew if you can participate.

Have you invited a friend to worship with
us? One of the few specific things Jesus tolddissiples to do was to make other
disciples. Let us not be shy about inviting othtershare the good news. It is tinest
reliable wayto have a growing congregation.



Our sincerest thanks to Hal and Bets
Ehrenfreund for hosting the church picnic o
August 23, The few raindrops that fell that
afternoon couldn’t dampen our spirits! Hal’
famous grilled chicken, the grilled corn and al
the other dishes that were provided were simp
delicious.

We have gone through phase one of the
procedure to handle the sale of the pews from
the church basement and are now opening up
bidding to any other member (if you have
changed your mind and still want to get one!) or
friend of the church wishing to bid on one.
Minimum bid is $150 and all bids must be
received in the church office by Noon on
Wednesday, September 30. There are only two
left! If you wish to view them, please feel free
to stop in the Parlor anytime the church is open.

From the Church Office...

It has been a great pleasure working with ang
listening to so many different guest ministers at
Old First over these past several months. The)
have made my task of “filling the pulpit” easier
by making themselves available to preach for us
and for providing me with the information
necessary to produce the weekly bulletin. We
should be so grateful to our “regulars” and to
some new faces that you'll see coming up.
Below is a photo of the Rev. Rick Spalding,
Chaplain at Williams College who preached for
us on August 30.
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AFT

The Women's Book Group will have an
organizational meeting at Joan Kevorkian's home on
Thursday, September 17t 7:00 PM to select books
for the year. Newcomers are always welcome.

For more information, contact Wendy Schmitt.




