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1 Monument Circle, Old Bennington, Vermont 05201 
 

  www.oldfirstchurchbenn.org    �    oldfirst@sover.net  �    (802) 447-1223 
 

Kiki Traver, Moderator                         
 

July, 2009 
 

 

Dear Old First Friends and Family, 
 
Summer is FINALLY on our doorstep and it's time to relax, rejuvenate, and reconnect 
with nature and loved ones.   To help make the most of your weekends, worship 
services will begin at 9:30 a.m. each Sunday in July and August. 
 
In a "typical year" church business is put on hiatus during the summer months, but as 
we continue the search for our next minister, the Pastoral Search Committee will 
remain busy with weekly meetings.   Their commitment and determination to carry on 
with such diligence is very much appreciated.  The council, deacons and trustees also 
plan to meet at least once in July or August.  If you are a member of one of these 
boards, please check the church calendar and if at all possible work the meetings into 
your summer schedule. 
 
On Sunday, June 21 we had a special meeting of the congregation where By-Law 
changes were adopted.  If you would like an amended copy of the By-Laws, please 
contact Nancy in the church office. 
 
Also at the meeting, the congregation approved a recommendation to sell the church 
pews currently being stored in the basement.   
 

Members only will be given the opportunity to bid on one pew by 
sealed bid via letter or email received by Noon on July 31, 2009 in the 
church office.  The highest bidder will have first choice of the pews. If 
fewer than 10 bids are received the highest bidder in sequence will 
have the opportunity to purchase one more at the lowest first round 
price until all the pews are gone.  Minimum bid is $150.00. All 
proceeds will go to the Third Century Fund. 
 
If we do not sell all 10 pews to members, friends of Old First and then 
the public can bid on them until they are sold. 
 

This is a unique opportunity to purchase a piece of history while adding vital dollars to 
the church’s 3rd Century Fund.  Think of this as a small capital campaign for the 
church.  Some capital campaigns offer you a brick or some other small token.  Here is 
an opportunity to have something of great historical significance in your home.   
Please be generous with your bids.   
 
Mail your bid to, 1 Monument Circle, Bennington, VT 05201 or email to 
oldfirst@sover.net.  If you have any questions, please contact Nancy in the office or 
Kiki Traver.  Happy bidding!  A payment plan can be arranged with the treasurer. 
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7/5: The Rev. Lou Guariniello 
7/12: The Rev. Gunther Pagel 
7/19: The Rev. Lou Guariniello 
7/26: The Rev. Lou Guariniello 

 

8/2: Lindsay Harren-Lewis 
8/9: Gunther Pagel 
8/16: TBD 
8/23: Gunther Pagel 
8/30: Rick Spalding 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP  

 
The Women’s Book Group will meet at Marsha 
Pilachowski’s home on Wednesday, July 15, at 
7:00 PM to discuss this month’s book, Hot, Flat, 
and Crowded by Thomas Friedman.  Newcomers 
are always welcome and celebrated.  
  
For more information, contact Wendy Schmitt.  

A road trip to the Peace Pagoda in 
Grafton, NY 
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At long last, the Barn is getting a much-needed new roof.  
The worker’s are working so hard they were there on 
Sunday, June 21 (Father’s Day) during our church picnic! 
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The Living the Questions discussion group 
continues and those involved will meet after 
worship (10:45ish) in the church parlor on July 
5 and July 19.   

Rick Oller, one of our 
regular mowing 
volunteers took his turn 
earlier this week 
between raindrops. 
 

If you would like to 
volunteer to mow at the 
Barn, please sign up on 
a Sunday morning Blog 
or contact Nancy in the 
office. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

����������	��
��

���
��		������	�

 
Ten applications or resumes for our pastor 
position have been received.  The committee 
has declined to pursue four of them.  The other 
six are difficult to compare because of 
differing resumes or lack of information.  We 
have placed a Minister Information Form on 
our Old First website and will ask all 
candidates to submit this for consistency in 
our judgments.  You are invited to examine 
our site, www.oldfirstchurchbenn.org, and 
click into the pastor search at the bottom left 
of the home page.  Some candidates who 
already have sent applications will receive 
letters asking for additional information. 

A quarter-page ad has been sent to the U.C.C. 
(United Church of Christ), which will be 
published in the classified section of their 
magazine.  That, and the ads sent to the 
NACCC publication, The Congregationalist 
and the magazine, The Christian Century, all 
will appear in July.  An example of these ads 
is in the pastor search section of our website. 

Lou Guariniello attended our June 9th meeting 
to guide us with interview questions.  We wish 
to assemble some standard, or generic, 
questions to aid with comparing candidates.  
These questions will invite conversational 
explanations and prompt follow-up questions 
so we can judge the person as well as his 
theology (we have not received any inquiries 
from a woman yet).  I feel that the best person 
will be one with whom an interview session 
will be hard to end, that he and we will 
continue to speak in a spontaneous and natural 
way.�

The committee is aware of time passing and 
plans to meet each week instead of only twice 
a month until now.  We will hold a meeting 
each week if at least 4 people can attend. 

-Bill Gordon�
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…..and we don’t mean the “good-bye” kind. 
 
June 6th seems like a long time ago, but our Tag Sale is 
still making waves in our community. Our sale 
successfully transferred hundreds and hundreds of 
“treasures” from our closets and basements and attics 
to new appreciative homes. So many people left the 
Barn that day with smiles and new treasures in tow. 
We were pleased to see so many satisfied customers 
and we were also pleased with our monetary proceeds 
totaling approximately $2,700. 75% of this amount 
will benefit Old First’s programs (and maybe lessen 
the sticker shock of a new Barn roof?), but 25% was 
designated to benefit our Bennington community. A 
check for $680.25 was sent to the Greater Bennington 
Interfaith Community Service, Inc. to benefit the 
Bennington Free Clinic and the Food and Fuel Fund. 
Since our sale only lasted 6 hours we could not match 
all those wonderful very useable goods with new 
homes. Four truckloads of our leftover treasures were 
donated to BROC’s Good Cents Store for distribution 
and benefit to its Bennington County programs. So the 
waves continue still. 
 
BUT the BEST part of our sale was the coming 
together of our congregation. What a week! Donations 
of items and baked goods flowed into the Barn during 
the week(s) prior to the sale. We had a willing and 
smiling crew to help with the organization and on sale 
day. New members met “old members” and new bonds 
were discovered. Smiles and friendship were the real 
treasures of our sale! 
 
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU, ALL! 
You did a great job! Let’s give ourselves the 
“WAVE!” 
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Jackson Oller, son of Sean-
Marie and Rick, graduated from 
Mount Anthony Union High 
School.  He plans to attend 
Champlain College in the fall. 
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DATE CHANGE!!!    
The late summer church picnic
will take place on August 23 (rain 
date August 30) at the 
Ehrenfreund’s home on Hedges 
Lake, Cambridge, NY. 
  
Mark your calendars!   

���������	
�������� �
 
We will once again be hosting the Free 
Sunday Supper at Second Congregational 
Church on July 12 and are looking for 
approximately four volunteers.  Please let 
Nancy in the church office know or sign up 
on one of the Sunday morning Blogs.  
 
If anyone would like to donate items for the 
supper, here is a list of what we need: 
 

8 jars of Sauce 
3 pounds of ground beef (pre-cooked - to  
   add to the sauce) 
3 loaves of bread = and butter 
4 bags of salad - and 2 small bottles of  
  dressing 
  
This will feed about 40 people.  

Anyone wishing to have a 
shirt/blanket/towel/apron, etc. embroidered 
with the church logo should contact Ken 
and Mary Walling, 447-4844. 
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