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FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE

WARNING... A special meeting of the church will
take place orSunday, June 21to address By-Law

changes and a recommendation from the Trusteey
and Council regarding the church pews currently
All members are
to

being stored in the basement.
expected to stay in the Sanctuary after worship
attend this special (and brief) meeting. Pleas& lo

at the proposed By-Law changes which can be found

on the next page.
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Also on Sunday, June 21 we will have our fourf
annualpicnic on the Greenin front of the church.

Come one, come all! We'll provide meat to grilldan
iced tea; everyone please bring a salad or otéer it

to share, lawn chairs, and a card table if you have
one. To give us an idea of how much meat to byy,

let us know if you can come. You can call or edm3
the office, or sign up on the Sunday morning
worship blog.

Special thanks to the Reverend John Eusden fpr

preaching on May '3 10" and 17 the Reverend
Gunther Pagel for preaching on May"24nd to the
Reverend Richard Spalding for preaching on May
31

Guest ministers this month will be:

6/7: Lou Guariniello
6/14: Gunther Pagel
6/21: Richard Spalding

6/28: Lindsay Harren-Lewis

TAG SALE UPDATE

Come one, come all to the 2nd Annual Old Fir
Monumental Tag Sale at the Barn, Saturday, Jung
9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. Be sure to tell a friend!

There is still time to drop off donations duringeth

week June 1-5. We will be working on the tag sale
organization from 9AM to 4PM each day that week
and we will welcome your "stuff" anytime. Come

lend a hand if you can. The more, the merrier!
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On Saturday, come lend a hand or come to shop,

either way you are helping our community. Thi
year the proceeds from our sale will benefit Ol
First's programs and Bennington's Food and FU
Fund and Free Clinic.

Marsha is shown here starting things up
Monday morning before this years’
Monumental Tag Sale
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PROPOSED BY-LAW CHANGES WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP

The Women’s Book Group will meet at Wendy
Below are the proposed By-Law changes (new Ianguagr—;-Schmitt,S home odune 25 at 7:00 PM to discuss

in bold and italic, current language to be changed this month’s bookMaiden Voyagevy Tania Aebi.
brackets and crossed out). Changes will be votedto Newcomers are always welcome and celebr:

a special meeting orSunday, June 21 following
worship. For more information, contact Wendy Schmitt.

ARTICLE IX. CHURCH MINISTRIES AND

COMMITTEES LIVING THE QUESTIONS
F) PERSONNEL [PASTORAL—RELATIONS]

COMMITTEE: This committee shall consist fafur
Hive}] members:a [the—chai—of-the Deaconf$, a The Living the Questions discussion group had |(ts
[thechairefthe Trusteel$, andtwo [threqd at-large first gathering on Sunday, May 31The first
members of the Church elected at the Annuall Vvideo, Invitation to Journey, featured luminaries
Meeting of the Church. The committee shall meet jaj such as John Shelby Spong, Yvette Flunder gnd
least quarterly. It shall be an advisory and| Marcus Borg. The video was followed by a widsg
consultative body to the ministand staff; annually ranging discussion by the group. The group wil
review and evaluate thstaff, and the minister's meet again on Juné"Znd 21 at 9:30 am in the
program, concerns and accomplishments; provide ¢ parlor. All are welcome.

written report... (the rest of this paragraph sttnes
same)

UPCOMING EVENTS...

ARTICLE VIIl. BOARDS
A) DEACONS

1) The Board of Deacons shall consist of not mofe
than twelve active members of the Church, one half
of whom shall be elected annually. They shall be
elected for a term of two years and serve untiirthe
successors are elected. A member of the Board shall
not serve[be—electefl for more thanfour years or
two consecutive termswhichever is less.If a
member serves for more than... (the rest of th
paragraph stays the same)

S

B) TRUSTEES Peace Pagoda
1) The Board of Trustees shall consist of six a&cti A trip to the Peace Pagodan Grafton, NY is
members, five of whom will serve staggered terms,| being planned for interested church members and
plus the treasurer. They shall be elected forra t&r friends on August ¥ after worship. More
two years and serve until their successors drg information will be in the July Newsletter.
elected. A member of the Board (except the
treasurer) shall naerve[be-electefifor more than Another church picnic is being planned for
four years ortwo consecutive termsvhichever is August 16 (rain date August 23) at thg
less.If a member serves for more than... (the rest joff Ehrenfreund’s home on Hedges Lake, Cambridg
this paragraph stays the same) NY. Mark your calendar
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PASTORAL SEARCH

COMMITTEE UPDATE

The committee held two formal meetings plus
numerous verbal and e-mail communications in Maly.
A job description and a quarter-page ad for thégoas
position were composed and approved. The ad
been sent to The Congregationahsid the_Christian
Centuryin time for the next immediate issues. Our

search announcement and church profile have been

listed on the NACCC (National Association o0
Congregational Christian Churches) website for [a
month. The pastor job posting, description, and
church profile (Church Information Form or CIF) Wil
be posted shortly on our Old First Church website
www.oldfirstchurchbenn.ordor your viewing.
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OPEN CHURCH

Our Open Church season has officially begun, and we
look forward to a great season of hospitality te th
thousands of visitors who come to the church!
guides are all getting ready and have signed ugt mo
of whom take a specific morning and/or afternoo
each week. Open Church Advocates Marietta and
Sam Hibbard report that we need volunteers for

and starting in July we will also need someone
work the Monday morning shifts. We're an equal
opportunity "employer” and will train! Please call
447-0856 or the church office if interested.

Six candidates have responded, from word of mouth
as well as NACCC, providing resumes, minister
information forms (M.l.F.s), and/or links to thei
websites. The committee reviewed and evaluated
each to ask for more information or consider an
interview appointment.  Two of the six werg
eliminated from further consideration to interview.
Please note that the eight committee members are
broad in theological and philosophical views as the
congregation, and we are aware that we represent|th
congregation with this work. The congregatio
survey taken months ago for the Mission Statement
continues to be our guide.

The next step is to develop a consistent set cftopnes

HELPING OUR NEIGHBORS

In our continued effort to help the area needy,ane
asking for food donations for the Harvest House anc
area food shelves. Items may be left in the batheat
church or brought to the church office.

for candidates. The UCC (United Church of Christ)
has a comprehensive guide for a pastoral seard¢h wit
protocols for interviewing, and Lou Guariniello il
help develop the questions at our JuRereting. We
expect to conduct interviews beginning in June.

-Bill Gordon

PREACHING AT OLD FIRST

NEXT MONTH...

THE GOOD NEWS CORNER

If you have some good news to share, please let the]
church office know!

June King will be attending her granddaughter, Raye
Evrard’s graduation in Ann Arbor, Ml in June. Raye
will be attending the University of Michigan in
September.

7/5: The Rev. Lou Guariniello
7/12: The Rev. Gunther Pagel
7/19: The Rev. Lou Guariniello

7/26: The Rev. Lou Guariniello

MOWING AT THE BARN

If you're interested in being part of a mowing tea
this year, please let us know through the officéwr
returning the “Worship Blog.”




‘GO OUT INTO THE WORLD AND MAKE

DISCIPLES”

Have you invited a friend to worship with us? Qufehe few specific things Jesus
told his disciples to do was to make other disapléet us not be shy about inviting
others to share in the good news. It is the mekahle way to have a growing
conareaatior




