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INTERIM TIME 

During the Interim time there are a number of 
things that we will work through, examine, 
ponder, become aware of, determine; etc.  One 
journey will be working through grief.  Any time 
a pastor leaves, whether under good 
circumstances or bad; whether expected or 
unexpected, there is a certain amount of grief 
work that must be done.  As the case in any loss, 
to deny it or repress it will cause it to raise its 
ugly head in some other (unpleasant) way. 
  
Grief is a healthy and natural reaction to a major 
loss.  The grief process can last for months or 
years. Grief takes the shape both physically and 
emotionally.  Grief is a process.  It is important to 
talk and express what is felt and not be afraid to 
ask for support.  Major decisions should be 
postponed when possible.  We must take time to 
realize and recognize the loss and take time for 
the process of healing.  Massive doses of restful 
relaxation AND routine busyness are helpful. 
Prepare for change, newness, creativity, and 
growth.  Recognize that forgiveness (of ourselves 
and others) is a vital part of the healing process. 
This is your grief.  No one else can do it for you.  
Know that you will survive. 
  
As the church moves forward, people will be at 
different stages at different times.   We will take 
this one step at a time; with support, 
understanding, courage, and maybe a touch of 
humor.  We will walk together in this shared 
experience of your former pastor, my colleague.  
Great is the day of hope where the Bible says, 
“God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. 
There will be no more death, nor mourning, nor 
crying, nor pain…”  Alleluia!  
 
 

CHURCH OFFICERS/BOARD MEMBERS 
2008/2009 

 

Moderator   Assistant Clerk 
Kiki Traver    Vacant    
 

Clerk     Treasurer 
Amy Kuzmicki    Mark Donavan 
 

Historian   Assistant Treasurer 
Vacant    Merritt Hewitt 
 

Nominating 
Jeanne Conner 
 

Board of Deacons  Board of Trustees 
Vickie Bugbee   Roland Bugbee 
Mark Cappello   Mark Donavan 
Dorothy Conner   Mike Foster 
Bill Gordon   Dave Pilachowski 
Marie Guariniello  Tom Schmitt 
Marsha Pilachowski*  Jon Traver* 
Wendy Schmitt 
 
Council Members 
Advocate for Christian Education: Lisa Cappello 
Advocate for Fellowship: Jeanne Conner 
Advocate for Mission: Mike Briggs 
Advocate for Open Church: Marietta Hibbard 
 
Council Members-at-large  Pastoral Relations 
Tony Conner    Tony Conner* 
Pat Guerrero    Marsha Pilachowski 

Toby Potterton 
Wendy Schmitt 
Jon Traver 

SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT 

Can you read and speak a foreign language?  We 
are looking for someone to do a reading at worship 
on Pentecost Sunday, May 11.  If you have this 
talent and would like to participate, please contact 
Robin at the church office.  
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June 7th will be here before we know it.  Continue 
to set aside items for our sale.  Because of limited 
storage space we ask that you save items until the 
drop off dates: Saturday, May 31 (10AM to 12 noon 
only), Sunday, June 1 (12noon until 1PM only) and 
Monday, June 2 through Wednesday, June 4 (9AM 
through 4PM).  If you need to drop off items at any 
other time, we ask that you call the church office 
(or Ken Walling, 447-4844) to arrange pick up or 
access to the Barn.  In the meantime, for advertising 
purposes, if you have large items that you plan to 
donate please call Marsha Pilachowski (447-3868).      
 
We have many opportunities for everyone to 
participate so let us know how you can help:  
painting and installing signs, transporting items, 
sorting, cleaning, pricing items, baking, helping on 
sale day, or helping with clean up.  Please note that 
our newly added craft table will need donations of 
any type.  Please sign up in the BLOG or talk to 
Marsha Pilachowski if you have questions or want 
to volunteer.  Does anyone have a tent?  We are 
looking for one to use on sale day.  Thank you to 
everyone who has volunteered so far.  Your work 
will be rewarded with laughs and bonding with our 
church family. 
 
The next planning meeting will take place on 
Sunday, May 11, 10:30 a.m. at the church. 
  

Our last monthly educational and family night for all ages 
for the school year will be on May 28, 6:00 p.m., at the 
home of Jeanne and Tony Conner, 206 Crescent Blvd., 
Bennington (447-3819).  We have a simple meal 
together, then someone tells the story of the month, we 
discuss/do activities to remember the story, then children 
and adults come together again for brief closing worship, 
finishing by 7:30.  Please join us!  You need only bring 
one simple dish to share.     
 

TGI WEDNESDAY 

MONUMENTAL TAG SALE 
UPDATE 

If you haven’t picked up your copy yet, please do so at 
the Church. They are on the marble table in the Narthex. 
 
Please add our new friends to your book:  
Ken and Mary Walling  
1175 East Road 
Bennington, VT 05201 
447-4844 
Ken: kewalling@verizon,net   
Mary: mewalling2@verizon.net 
 

CHURCH DIRECTORIES 

 

Calling all Youth and college-age Young Adults! Please 
join us for "Youth Sunday" on June 29, 2008. On this 
day, all interested Youth and "home from college" 
Young Adults will be leading us in worship. There will 
be many ways to participate - from ushering, to 
scripture reading, to providing music (choral and 
instrumental) for the Prelude, the Offertory and the 
Postlude, to providing refreshments for coffee hour. If 
you would like to be involved please contact Lisa 
Cappello at (802) 442-6848, or lisacappello23@verizon.net. 
 

Rachael Satterthwaite Davis in her recovery 
following a very delicate operation on May 28th. 
 
Sam & Marietta Hibbard 
 
The church in all the work we need to do during this 
interim time. 
 

KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP 

 

The Women’s Book Group will meet on May 22, 7:00 
PM at Marietta’s house and they will be reading A 
Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini.   
Newcomers are always welcome and celebrated.   
 
For more information or directions, call Wendy Schmitt 
442-5735 or Jeanne Conner 447-3819. 
 

YOUTH SUNDAY! BIBLE STUDY 

 

It’s each Wednesday morning from 8-9 at the Barn.  
Please join us!  We read now from 2 Kings.  A 
work in progress – Elisha – here we come with 
some of our favorite Old Testament stories. 
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Continue to check on the progress of the Old First 
Church Trek for Health team “Feet First” and send 
them your prayers and encouragement.  Results are 
published weekly in the Saturday issue paper.   
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TREK FOR HEALTH  CONGRATULATIONS TO 

 

Jillian Conner, daughter of Jeanne and Tony 
Conner, for making the honor roll at her school 
and to Katie Traver , daughter of Kiki and Jon 
Traver, for making principal’s honor. 
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THE LUNCH BUNCH 

 

An impromptu lunch with the minister will 
take place on Thursday, May 8, at 11:30 AM at 
Alldays and Onions, Main Street, Bennington.  
Please contact Wendy Schmitt to let her know 
you can come (442-5735). 


