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LOOKING TO OUR FUTURE 

The Interim time has begun.  It is an exciting time 
and yet it can be seen as intimidating at times.  It is 
a time to look at ourselves and our community.  
We will discuss what works and what doesn’t.  We 
will dream dreams.  We will challenge ourselves 
and maybe each other; and all the while have fun.  
Is that possible?  You bet.  Conflict is not 
something to be shunned, but to be looked forward 
to.   It is a sign of health when it is faced and 
constructively dealt with.  We will always have 
hard times with us.  It isn’t IF those times come; 
but, how we deal with them when they arrive.  
Anytime we stretch and grow (as some of us on the 
Trek for Health – Feet First Team will soon find 
out) we are bound to feel the effects of it at first.  
Later the benefits will outweigh the beginning 
soreness. 
 
There are specific tasks that an intentional Interim 
works toward.  One is “coming to terms with 
history”.  Whether from one on one visits, group 
discussions, looking through the archives, and 
through sermons, we will look into what got the 
company of saints to this point.  How exciting!  
 
Another task is discovering a new identity.  The 
issues that the congregation faces today are not 
exactly the same issues faced over 240 years ago.  
We don’t have horses, we have cars; we don’t have 
small boxes of coal to keep us warm, we have high 
fuel costs.  We don’t have a 600 member 
congregation; but then, we don’t stay at church for 
hours on end either.  Hmmm, maybe there is 
something to that.  We will have a formatted 
meeting where we work through several Biblical 
studies to help us clarify who we are.  We will 
look at the neighborhood and community where 
we live, work, and serve.  This is an important 
arena for our local mission emphasis. 
 

A third task is allowing and empowering new 
leaders. Please don’t misunderstand this task.  
This does NOT mean we are replacing anyone or 
that there is a problem.  What this DOES mean is 
that we will look at gifts and skills; we will look at 
interests and desires of those in the fellowship of 
First Congregational. Even the children are part of 
this important task, as they begin to learn and 
develop, we will sharpen our skills of discernment 
and give them opportunities to try new and 
different things in a safe and encouraging 
environment.  For our seniors, we will encourage 
and uplift their inclusiveness in the fellowship of 
believers.  For all those in between, we will 
develop and at the same time prevent burnout that 
so easily happens in a world that demands more of 
our time than we have in a day. 
 
A fourth task will be a commitment to new 
leadership and a new future. After the mission 
study, we will celebrate what we have learned and 
ways discovered to implement or more fully put 
into practice what we have developed as our future 
direction. 
 
For Presbyterians, the fifth task is to renew 
denominational linkages. 
 
So what will this time look like?  It will look like 
work and play; it will be creative and chaotic; it 
will be fun, resourceful, original, muddled, holy.   
You will be asked to trust a person and a process 
that at times you will question.  That is ok. God is 
still watching over us.  As I write this I am in the 
office and Nancy has the radio on and Bette Midler 
is singing the song, “Wind beneath My Wings”.  
Indeed, as a faith community we can believe that 
this is so; that the Divine is intending us to soar… 
even through transition. 
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A meeting for tag sale volunteers will take place 
prior to worship on Sunday morning, April 13, 
10:00 AM at the church.  Please continue to set 
aside items for our sale but also be thinking of 
how you may be willing to help.  Keep in mind 
that in addition to usual tag sale items, we plan to 
offer baked goods and a silent auction.  
Volunteers will meet soon to start the planning 
and advertising.  Please consider joining this 
planning group. We will also need many 
volunteers to truck larger donated items and to 
help clean, organize and price items during the 
week prior to the sale.  We will need LOTS of 
help on the actual tag sale day too.  Please let us 
know how you can help.  This event promises to 
be lots of fun and a successful fundraiser!  Watch 
for sign-up opportunities in the weekly Blog. You 
can also contact the church office or call Marsha 
Pilachowski(447-3868)NOW if you cannot wait 
another minute to volunteer.  Cheers!   
  

 

Several members and friends of Old First Church 
opened their doors and hosted young musicians who 
were in Bennington with the New England Music 
Festival.  The concerts that were held at Mt. Anthony 
Union High School were outstanding.   Our thanks to 
everyone who participated. 
 

HOSPITALITY TO STRANGERS  
 

It’s our monthly educational and family night for all 
ages, April 30, 6:00 p.m., at the Barn.  We have a 
simple meal together, then someone tells the story 
of the month, we discuss/do activities to remember 
the story, then children and adults come together 
again for brief closing worship, finishing by 7:30.  
Please join us!  You need only bring one simple 
dish to share.    �
� 
 

TGI WEDNESDAY 

OLD FIRST MONUMENTAL 
TAG SALE, JUNE 7 

 
 
 

At long last, the new Olan Mills Church Directories 
have arrived!  We will have them at worship on Sunday 
so each family can pick up their copy.   

THEY’RE HERE!!! 

 

The Interim pastor has arrived!  The Reverend Greene, 
aka Robin, is a Presbyterian minister having graduated 
from Union Theological Seminary in Virginia.  Pastor 
Robin (to the younger folks) was ordained into a new 
church development in Maine where duties included 
were youth, education, and the Presbyterian Chaplain at 
Bowdoin College.  Moving further south, to southern 
Vermont, a solo pastorate was eventually replaced with a 
senior pastorate to a six point parish in the Eastern 
Panhandle of West Virginia.  Several retirement homes 
chaplaincies and Interim pastorates later, Bennington is 
now home with husband, Robert, a dog and cat, poultry 
and bees, and a ten month old colt and nine and a half 
month old filly.  They have five children, three boys and 
a set of twin girls, and six grandsons. 
 
Robin has a Bachelor Degree from the University of 
North Florida in Education in Psychology and Biology 
and studied nursing.  She has taught Special Education in 
the junior high and high school level and has been a 
teacher of homebound students.  Robin has had business 
ventures for years and helps Robert with the apiary. She 
has had specialized training as an Interim pastor and has 
taken the Church Business Administration tract, the 
School of Healing Prayer and is in the process of specific 
training as a Spiritual Director. Robin’s community 
activities are too numerous to mention; however, she is 
currently serving Bennington and the surrounding areas 
as the Chaplain to the National Guard and Family 
Support Units in Bennington and Wilmington. 
 

WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP 

 

The Women’s Book Group will meet on April 
17th at Wendy Schmitt’s house and they will be 
reading March by Geraldine Brooks.   
Newcomers are always welcome and celebrated.   
 
For more information or directions, call Wendy 
Schmitt 442-5735 or Jeanne Conner 447-3819. 
 

INTERIM PASTOR HIGHLIGHT  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks to Dotty Conner for organizing, and to 
the many others who provided for the St. Patty’s Day 
dinner at the Barn last month.  A fun time was had 
by all.    
 

 
 

Several people from the church were able to get 
together for an impromptu lunch at Alldays & 
Onions with our new Interim Minister on March 
24th.  Another luncheon is in the works for 
sometime in May.  Contact Wendy Schmitt or the 
church office if you’d like to be included. 

SOCIAL EVENTS  

Hope Graves for the loss of her brother. 
 
The church in all the work we need to do during 
this interim time. 
 

KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

EASTER AT OLD FIRST 

Easter at Old First Church was a joyful place to be 
with the Old Fist Singers sounding heavenly, special 
thanks to Stephen Williams for all his hard work 
leading the choir and playing a special postlude, 
delicious treats provided by Carrie Croft and Mike 
Briggs and ending with the children enjoying the 
annual Easter egg hunt in the sanctuary.  A special 
thank you to all who donated memorial Easter lilies 
this year: 
 

Roland & Vickie Bugbee in memory of their parents 
 

Candy Cuthbert in memory of Miss Wendy Cuthbert; 
Bert & Eleanor Cuthbert 
 

Mark & Suzy Donavan in memory of loved ones 
 

Bill Gordon in memory of his brother Paul, who died 
last month; his father William B. Gordon; grandfather, 
the Rev. C. William Mason, sky pilot to the 
lumberjacks 
 

Lou & Marie Guariniello in memory of loved ones 
 

Ann Herrick in memory of her parents, Dr. & Mrs. 
F.L. Herrick 
 

Merritt Hewitt in memory of the Hewitt family 
 

June King in memory of John King and Art & Kit 
Roberts 
 

Isobel & John Meyer in memory of their parents 
 

Sherelle & Tom Mills in memory of Nicole, Angela & 
parents 
 

Dave & Marsha Pilachowski in memory of Janice & 
Michael Pilachowski; Gynath Billeter; Ella May 
Stumpe 
 

Robert & Valerie Shemeth in memory of Kimberly 
Shemeth 
 

The Traver family in memory of Jonathan Warner; 
Mason Warner; Kenneth & Anna Traver 
 

CLASS OPPORTUNITY 

 

For anyone interested in Healing Prayer Class… a 
commuter class at Christ the King Spiritual Life 
Center in Greenwich, NY, will be for six 
consecutive Sundays beginning April 6 and going 
until May 11.    Classes begin at 4 pm and end 
around 9 pm with dinner included. 
 
Anyone interested in this program to begin or 
enhance the healing ministry of which we are 
called to as believers in Christ, contact 
Sandra Lester at 518-692-9550 ext 202. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO  

Olivia Oller, daughter of Rick and Sean-Marie Oller, for 
receiving three medals at the Eastern College Athletic 
Conference Division III Championship for college 
gymnastics.  Olivia is a sophomore at Ursinus College.  
She has been a competitive gymnast for 13 years. 
 
Katie Traver, daughter of Jon & Kiki Traver, for making 
Principal’s Honors! 
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TREK FOR HEALTH  

 
 


