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Enjoy that extra hour of sleep on November 4!  Please 
join us for worship on the 4th, when we celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper and the following Sundays at 11:00 
a.m.  The Old First Singers will sing on the 11th and 
the 25th. 
 

 
 
 
  
 
Please help us recognize our Open Church guides 
this Sunday, November 4, after worship.  Over the 
summer and fall, 22 people have helped us open the 
church to tourists.  It’s not a stretch to say we have 
followed the imperative of the Letter to the Hebrews:  
Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
by doing that some have entertained angels without 
knowing it.  Now we want to celebrate our Open 
Church angels, who have entertained people from 
around the world over the past five months.  Sam and 
Marietta Hibbard will give us some statistics about 
the season just past, and we’ll have the drawing for 
the quilt made by Suzy Donavan and the afghan from 
Dot Conner. 
 

 

WORSHIP  

OPEN CHURCH GUIDE 
RECOGNITION SUNDAY 

T.G.I. WEDNESDAY—
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
FAMILY NIGHT,  
NOVEMBER 19 
 

Last month:  Scott Barton told the story of the 
friends of the paralyzed man who broke through 
the roof of the house to get him to Jesus, and 
Jeanne Conner led the children in presenting 
imaginary news reports of this event, from our 
Along the Road with Jesus series.  
 

 
 
 
This month:  T.G.I. Wednesday is on a Monday 
this month.  The Big Picnic, which is the third 
story of our series, is from Luke’s description of 
the feeding of great crowds of people by Jesus.  
Lisa Cappello will be the story teller, and Amy 
Kuzmicki will lead the children afterwards.  We 
make the evening fun and simple.  Bring one dish 
to share and your utensils; we provide paper 
plates, cups and beverages.  Clean-up is minimal!  
We say or sing grace and sit down to eat at 6:00 
and finish by 7:30.   

 
 
 
 
Anyone interested in joining the discussion of John 
Dominic Crossan's book, God and Empire: Jesus 
Against Rome, Then and Now, is invited to the church 
parlor on Sunday, November 18, at 9:30 a.m.  We'll 
discuss chapter 4. 
 

BOOK GROUP 
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BLIZZARD BAGS 

 
We have agreed again this year to help the Southwestern 
Vermont Council on Aging provide 800 homebound or 
isolated seniors with shelf-stable meals for days when 
Meals on Wheels can’t be delivered.   Please take with 
you to worship any of the following items on November 
4 or 11 and put them in the box in the narthex:   
 
6.75-8 oz. 100% fruit juice boxes 
4 oz. peaches, mandarin oranges, pineapple or fruit  
         cocktail snack pack 
6.75 oz. Minute Maid orange juice – calcium fortified –  
         boxes 
4 oz. applesauce snack packs 
 
Items that we donate will be picked up on the 12th. 
  
 

MUSEUM TALK 

  
Ted Atkinson, one of our Open Church guides and 
a historian of early New England churches, will 
give a talk at the Bennington Museum on 
November 15 at 7:00 p.m.  Ted’s talk will be about 
“Early Churches in Vermont and Beyond: Fashion 
and Change.”  Ted is particularly interested in 
architecture.  It should be an informative time, 
worth attending if you have any interest in some of 
the reasons behind certain church building 
features. 

NORMAN HARA’S BIKE FUND 
UPDATE 

 
Our offering for a bicycle for the Rev. Norman Hara, 
(which includes a few concert DVD sales) totals $550. 
Norman preached in July, and his youth choir from 
Mzuzu, Malawi sang a concert that night. We’ll be 
forwarding a check to Norman as soon as we can be 
sure of secure arrangements.  Many thanks to all who 
contributed as we help a church community in Malawi 
who gave us so much this past summer! 
 

 

BIBLE STUDY 

It’s each week at 8:00 Wednesday morning.  We 
read one or two chapters a week, enjoying the story 
together, and looking for the faith behind it.  Please 
feel free to join us even if you haven’t come 
before!  We’re reading about Elijah now in 1 
Kings.�
 

CROP WALK UPDATE 

 
The latest total for our local CROP Walk for Church 
World Service is $4,475, one-quarter of which will go to 
our Interfaith Council’s Emergency Assistance (“Food 
and Fuel”) Fund.  Thanks again to walkers, the 
Kuzmickis and Cappellos, and to all who contributed to 
their witness that the work of Christ goes around the 
world.     

RABBI/COMEDIAN SHOW 
CANCELLED 
 
We’re sorry to have to report that Rabbi Bob 
Alper’s show to benefit the Food and Fuel Fund on 
November 4 has been cancelled.  The Interfaith 
Council hopes it can be rescheduled. 

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY 

 
We know, it’s a bit later than we thought it would 
be.  Partly, we had problems scheduling pictures 
for people who weren’t able to be present at the 
original January time.  We apologize for that.  But 
we are closer to completion, and now we hope to 
have the directory for everyone by the first of the 
year. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AND AS WE MOVE 
INTO FALL 

WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP 

 

They will meet at Marsha Pilachowski’s on 
November 15 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss this month’s 
book, Digging to America, by Anne Tyler. 
Newcomers are always welcome and celebrated.  
For a complete list of books, please see 
www.oldfirstchurchbenn.org, click on the Church 
Life page, and then on “book group blog.” 
 

For more information, call Gayle 447-0511 or 
Jeanne 447-3819. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Church Treasurer Mark Donavan reports the following 
for the first nine months of the year:  
 
RECEIPTS    2007    2006 
   $71,814 $52,713 
This includes an increase in offering to $42,888 from 
$30,142; and the 3rd Century Fund to $2,353 from $724.   
 
DISBURSEMENTS $118,570 $107,324 
This includes an increase in building expenses to 
$12,647 from $5,409; and utilities to $9,416 from 
$6,294.  Most of the first increase was due to fire alarm 
upgrades at the Barn. 
 
The difference came from reserves, or $46,755 in 2007 
($54,610 in 2006 and $62,901 in 2005). 
 
Thank you to everyone for your faithful support of the 
work of the church!  We are by no means free from 
dependence on using more from our endowment than is 
prudent, but we are making good progress.  An idea 
from the 2007 annual meeting is about to come to 
fruition as we prepare to mail a brochure to hundreds of 
area businesses and other potential supporters.  This is 
separate from our own stewardship campaign for 2008; 
however, we’ll gladly send a brochure to anyone in the 
church who is interested.  Just let us know.       

COFFEE FOR SALE 

 

One of our projects for the summer was to sell Green 
Mountain Coffee to tourists who come to the 
Bennington Battle Monument.  It wasn’t the raging 
success we’d hoped for.  We had about $100 in sales, 
mostly at the church during Open Church season.  We 
will try again next year, but in the meantime, we have 
lots of coffee left over that we’d love for people to buy.  
They are “Our Blend” and Decaff in 1.75 ounce packets.  
We will sell them just slightly over cost for $1.50 per 
packet (a packet makes 10 cups) or at cost for a case of 
42 packets, $52).   Please let us know in the office if you 
would like some good coffee! 

AMERICAN CANCER 
SOCIETY “ROAD TO 
RECOVERY” PROGRAM 

 

The American Cancer Society is seeking 
volunteer drivers for its ROAD TO RECOVERY 
program.  Volunteers will drive cancer patients in 
Bennington County to cancer centers in 
Bennington, Rutland, West Lebanon, and Albany.  
The schedules are flexible but take place during 
business hours.  If you have a car and can spare as 
little as one morning or afternoon, or even a day, 
each month to help somebody along the road to 
recovery, call Carol O’Dell at 802-447-0460 or 
the American Cancer Society at 1-800-227-2345. 

PEOPLE 

 

Please keep the following people, in your prayers: 
Irene Pagel, receiving cancer treatments; Nancy 
and Bob Cornell, moving to Cobleskill, NY and 
Nancy continues with cancer treatments; Sarah 
Peterson, upcoming surgery.�
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· Fall leaf cleanup November 17, 
9:00 a.m. meeting at the Barn first.  
Please bring a rake and tarps if you 
have them. 

 
· Hanging of the Greens, Dec. 2 

after worship.  Soup, coffee and 
fellowship! 

 
· Candlelight Service of Lessons and 

Carols, December 16, 7:30 p.m. 


